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An emerging technology W1th a conﬂlcted
identity

Michaela Barber, A/Prof Adrian Carter and Dr John Gardner
(Monash University)
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What qualities are being

attributed to psychedelics? * 14 Australian
researchers
Relationship to + In-depth
understandings of mental Nterviews
health and the imagined ,
* Thematic

future of research and |
clinical practice. analysis




Psychedelics as

Transformative =5 Innovative
agents of e neuro-
change technologies
Invoked Invoked
Relational, cultural, spiritual, and Structural brain changes, manipulation of
philosophical understandings of mental consciousness, and behaviour
health and wellbeing. modification.
Challenged Challenged
The direct relationship between drug Knowledge and perspectives on
effects and behaviour. psychedelics from outside of western

sclence and medicine.



Implications

» Reflective of the varied ontological heritages of psychedelics (e.g.,

biomedicine, transpersonal psychology)
» Conflicting world-views can co-exist (with some tension)

» Each technology identity foregrounds a different innovation pathway:

Transformative Innovative neuro-
agents of change technologies
Innovate the frameworks to fit Innovate the technology to fit

the technology the frameworks



